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Amendments to the Claim s: 

1 , (Currently Amended) A porous body comprising a iwmlrar plurality of base 
particles adhering lo one another with vii an adhesion material having a lower melting point than 
the melting point of said base particles , said basa particles defining a plurality of in terstices 
therebetween, 

wherein a largov -ft mount of said adhesion material is substantially disposed within the 
interstices nnd adheres to contact pnrtion/i or mc «s i adjacent portions surfaces of said base 
particles defmmg the interstices . v^i-el-HJ^tha^W^ 

space formed betwt?£n 'th & bass pa-Fti-Glfi^, and"a , "£*ft*KvVl6 1 _ a^^'O-ki-i-vl - o-J— 6 avd~adh eA'i^wv*T : R a'tt^riol ox-is t-b 
on Ihc remaining uurfucoa uij a plurality of igilam l^ hap e d -d^. 



2, (Currently Amended) The[ [A]] porous body according to Claim Jo ompi-isinft-H 
number ofbaao p oilicloa adhering to one anothof w i th an adhoaion mritoriftH ^ftvmg-a-lowef 

■m/ilti n it n nivif t , )' , *ii'* *frVi a r ni T *i l l in tr Ti fiin l r*i*F n :nH li'injv rvi*H irrlnn 
iliwltiilg p Otrzv LUM44 HI u MlunTllg wj U cmm u*HJi. r pui HH^uj 

whe re i n flai^^h^^n-n^ torial oxi pt^-on-sn-p facoQ ef-fre id hn so-p arti el ea-and-o rhbeu n d a ry 
face s of Raid base purtio l on and a surface area to volume ratio of n apace the in terstices defi ned 
between said base particles is larger than the surface area to, volume ratio of [[thcjja space 
•fo rmed only from occupied by said base particles. r afi^ 

wherein-a-1 Of-ger-^moiMt---^ 
adjaeei^ortion&oPsa-i-d-bafle-p arh-etea^vh^HH^heH ^ifacoA of aaid ba s o paiticlo s-^^osed-in 

i Uu imiihy ^i.^ t U ^ii -r nfi T i Mir hrir- R •n fi , H id-:1nn nnrt a nmnllrii' fin-i/'ii-VMt- A -'f* p n i c\ C\ A\\Af\\c\w mritf-irint 

utv'UjJutJD itirii iw 1TC71TV wwi i ii i o limit? mui muiub, kittr it uii p m rriJi^fi no eri ii^i/^pti i u wm iL'trrtJi n i uii- m i 

3. (Cancelled) 
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4. (Previously Presented) The porous body according lo claims 1 or 2, 
wherein said adhesion material is a metal. 

5- (Previously Presented) The porous body according to claim 4, 
wherein said base panicle is iron and said adhesion material is copper 

6. ( Withdrawn) A method for producing a porous body, comprising the steps of: 
mixing a number of base particles composing the porous body, and an adhesion material 

for causing the base particles to adhere to one another, the adhesion material having a lower 

melting point than the melting point of the base particle; and 

heating the mixture, which is obtained by said mixing step, in li state being in a container, 
wherein the base particles are caused to adhere to one another with the adhesion material 

in said heating step, 

7. (Withdrawn) A method for producing a porous body, comprising the steps of: 
conting a number of base particles composing the porous body with an adhesion material 

having a lower melting point than Ihe melting point of the base particle; and 

heating composite particles, which are obtained by said coating step, in a state being in a 
container^ 

wherein the base particles are caused to adhere to one another with the adJicsion material 
in said heaving step. 

8. (Withdrawn) The method for producing the porous body uccording to claim 7, 
wherein said coaling step is a step for coating surfaces of the base particles with the 

adhesion material by plating. 

m'Ani/2l95JB67vl 
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9. (Withdrawn) The method for producing the porous body according to any one of 
claims 6 to claim 8, 

wherein the container is a container For farming a flat plate, and 

said method for producing the porous body further comprising the step of forming the flat 
plate obtained after said coating step and said heating step, which are performed to the mixture 
or the composite panicles in a stale being in the container, into a cylindrical shape. 

1 0. (Withdrawn) The method for producing the porous body according to any one of 
claims 6, 7, or 8, 

wherein the hase particle is iron and tho adhesion material is copper. 

1 1 . (Withdrawn) A method for producing a porous body, comprising the steps of: 
reducing by heating a number of base particles composing the porous body under a 

reducing gas atmosphere; 

brazing surfaces of the base particles with an adhesion material having a lower melting 

point than the melting point of the base particle; and 

heating a mixture which is obtained by said brazing step and inputted into a container, 
wherein the base particles are caused to adhere to one another with the adhesion material 

in said heating step. 

12. (Withdrawn) The method for producing the porous body according to claim 1 1, 
wherein the container is a container for forming a flat plate, and 
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the method for producing the porous body further comprising the step of forming the flat 
plate obtained after said heating step, which is performed to ihe mixture in a state being in the 
container, into a cylindrical shape. 

1 3. (Withdrawn) The method for producing the porous botly according to claim 1 1 or 
claim 12, 

wherein the base particle is iron, the adhesion material is copper, and the reducing 
atmosphere gas is hydrogen, 
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